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the Agency of a memorandum on subject, the ribbon copy of
which was sent to the Attorney General in May 1962.
I was vaguely aware of the existence of such a memorandum
since I was informed that had been written as a result
of a briefing given by Colonel Edwards and Lawrence chéton
to the Attorney General in May of last year."

Richard Helms, when interrogated by the
Commission staff, testified he did not have any recollection
of the specific events. However, wheﬁ he was shown his
'memorandum of August 16, 1963, addressed to John McCone,
the Director of Central Intelligence, he remembered that
he had delivered that memorandum to Mr. McCone. Helms
did not recall whether or not he had seen the May 14, 1962
memorandum for the record sent to the Attorney General

before the date he sent it to John McCone on August 16,

1963.
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4. Miscellaneous 1963 Schemes

According to the 1967 Inspector General investiga-
tion report, during 1963 several miscellaneous schemes were
developed inside the Agency-for possible use against Fidel
Castro. Helms testified he wés vaguely aware of some of these
schemes, which he called "hairbrained." There was no.
showing that any of the schemes extended beyond the discussion
stage. One ofvthese schemes involved discussions inside
the CIA about trying to have General Donovan, who was
negotiating with Fidel Castro for the release of the Bay
of Pigs prisoners, give to Fidel Castro a contaminated
skindiving suit. It waslknown that Fidel Castro liked to
skindive. The CIA plan was to dust the inside of the suit
with a fungus producing madera foot, a disabling and chronic
skin disease, and also contaminating the éuit with
tuberculosi; bacilli in the breathing apparatus. Thexe
is no evidence that General Donovan knew of any such schemes

developed inside the Agency. The scheme was dropped because

Donovan on his own volition gave Fidel Castrc an uncontaminated

skindiving suit as a gesture of friendship.
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During this period of time there were also discussions

about preparing a booby-trap spectacular seashell which would
be submerged in an area where Castro often skindivad\ The
seashell would be loaded with explosives to blow apart when
the shell was lifted. After investigation it was determined
that there was no shell in the Caribbean area large enough to
hold a sufficient amount of explosive which was spectacular
enough to attrac£ the attention of Castro. Also, a midget

. submarine which was anticipated to be used for the emplacement
of the seashell did not have a long enough operating range.

5. The Phase III Plan - 1963 - 1965

In 1963 a CIA employee who was fluent in Spanish
was>assigned on temporary duty with the Special Operations
Group on Cuba. The employee is hereafter referred to as
the Phase III case officer. The task assigned to him "...was
to collect intelligence and to try to organize a group of
military officers inside Cuba who were opposed to the Cuban

regime~the Castro regime."

In the latter part of 1963 while on a trip abroad,
he met a Cuban with whom CIA personnel had been in contact
since 1961. At this first 1963 meeting the Phase III case
officer said there was no discussion about any poss&bla

assassination of any Cuban leader.
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Originally, the Cuban contact had been a
Castro supporter and had been a member of one of the groups
that overthrew Batista. However, "he became disenéhanted
with Castro" shortly after éastro took over because of
"the harsh police state policies that were being carried out.”

At a subsequent 1963 meeting, which took
place in Burope, the Phase III case officer said that the
primary discussion concerned "getting ihto more detail
on the organization of a group inside Cuba which could be
used in an internal coup against the Castro government.

"The subject of assassination was never raised
by,me; It was never discussed in that context. In discussing
the coup and how a coup would be carried out, this particular
contact did raise the possibility and in his mind the very
real possibility that there would be bloodshed, and that
somebody would be killed. Their, or his, opinidn was that
to even get the internal revolt, a coup, underway that
the 1eadership-~the top leadership--would have to bé
neutralizea. Specific assassination of'any of the people,
it was not discussed in those particular terms."”

According to the Phase III case officer, the
Cuban contact held a relatively high position in the

Cuban government. The Cuban "requested a meeting...a high
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Although the Agency did not develop such a
device, it did develop a ballpoint pen which had a
hypodermic needle inside that when you pushed the lever,
the needle came out and poisdon could be injected into
someone. The Phase III case officer showed the pen to the
Cuban contact on November 22, 1963. The Cuban contact
declined the gadget "because of the close proximity with which
he would have to get to a person if anything developed in the
form of a confrontation with him." Instead, the Cuban asked
for weapons, and the case officer told the Cuban "that a cache
of weapons would be put down for him in Cuba."

One or two caches of weapons, including high-
poﬁered rifles with scopes, were subsequently placed down
in Cuba. In addition, according to the Phase III case
officer, he delivered money to help the Cuban contact with
his living expenses, while in Europe. "It was around $1,000
at one time, no more than that."

The Phase III case officer broke off contact
with the Cuban in the latter part of 1964 and was reassigned
to another task in early 1965. The Cuban contact then was

turned over to a Cuban exile group.
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According to the 1967 CIA Inspector General
investigation report, CIA support was withdrawn from

the Cuban in 1965 because too many people knew about him

and his plan.

In March 1966 a Cuban leader was arrested
and confessed to receiving rifles with telescopic sites

from the CIA to be used for the assassination of Castro,

according to a "Prensa Latina" news release. The man said
he received $100,000 toward this plan.

In ; memorandum’to the Secretary of State
after this news story appeared, the CIA said that the contact
was recruited to collect intelligence of military activities
and objectives in Cuba. The Agency said: "There is no
truth to the allegations that the CIA paid $100,000 or
any other sizeable sum of money"” as claimed in the Cuban
newspapers following the confession of the contact. The
Agency also said "the Agency was not involved" with either

of the two men arrested by Cuban authorities "in a plot

to assassinate Fidel Castro as claimed in the Prensa Latina
news release, nor did it ever encourage either of these two
persons to attempt such an act...” The -memorandum to

Secretary Rusk was signed by Richard Helms and was dated

March 6, 1966.
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6. Miscellaneous 1964 Schemes Involving Cuban Exile Community

On June 10, 1964, Richard Helms, Deputy' Director for Plans,
sent to John McCone, DCI, a memorandum on the subject '"Plans of
Cuban Exiles to Assassinate Selected Cuban Government Leaders."

The opening paragraph of the—report declared:

"The following report was compiled from information obtained
by Agency officers from persons who were 4parties to the actions

described. Agency officers made clear to each of the sources that

the United States Govemment would not, under any circumstances,
condone the planned actions. Presumably the sources of the report,
in submitting this information, were motivated in part by the belief

that by disclosing the information they would obtain immunity against

legal action should they succeed in implementing the plan. "

The report then detailed several different reports pertaining to
the development of ""... a plan, that was still in the émbryonic stage,
to assassinate Fidel Castro'”. Some of the plans involved advances of

funds with the major payment to be made upon the consummation of

an assassination. The funds were to come from either wealthy

Cubans or "Cosa Nostra!' elements.

The May 30, 1975 letter from the National Security Council

to the Executive Director had several documents attached which
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pertained to the possibility of assassination of Castro by Cuban exiles
or the Mafia. These papers included the following:

a. A June 18, 1964 memorandum prepared for McGeorge Bundy
under the subject ''303 Committeg Cuban Review.' The portion of the
memorandum delivered opened with the following sentence:

"It seems to me th#t this meeting might serve to give us a
clearer picture of what forces are at work today which might serve to
embarrass the USA in the next 120 days."

The rﬁemorandum referred to "other groups of adventurers
and freebooters who have an unknown capability for trouble....

"We also have these reports of MAFIA plans to perform coup
de main operations for cash. Who is keeping track of this? Does the
grapevine among the emigres keep us well advised of all impending

adventures? "

Attached was the June 10, 1964 copy of the Helms memorandum

to the Director of Central Intelligence.

b. A "Memorandum for the Record" dated June 22, 1964 under the
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subject "Preliminary Meeting with Attorney General, 19 June 1964' with the

"Reference: Minutes of Meeting of 303 Committee of 18 June 1964 on
Overall Subject of Cuba'' was signed by Peter Jessup. The portion of

the memorandum disclosed to the Executive Director included the

following final paragraph:
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"In regard to the memorandum to the DCI concerning alleged
underworld connections with Cuban exile groups for the purpose of
assassinating key figures in the Castro regime, it was pointed out
that these reports, in effect, put the United States Government on
notice that such plotting was afoot, and failure to take preventive
action could be construed as condonation. The Committee's belief
that this was essentially a law enforcement problem was cited. The

Attorney General indicated that the Department of Justice would look

into the matter. "

c. A portion of a memorandum for the record, also dated

June 22, 1964 and signed by Peter Jessup, under the subject
”Miﬁutes of the Meeting of the 303 Committee, 18 June 1964" showed
as present McGeorge Bundy, John McCone, together with ""Mr. Vance,
Mr. Johnson. Mr. Mann and Mr, FitzGerald were also present,'
The opening portion of the memorandum contained the following:
"A general discussion was held on problems arising from
increased activities on the part of organized Cuban emigre groups,
ihdependent adventurers, purported plots to assassinate Castro and

the general edginess and instability on the island.

*

""None of these present appeared to feel that it was either
realistic or practical to sever connections with or to withdraw support

from the two principal emigre organizations, those of Artime and Ray."
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The remaining portion of the memorandum was whited out,
except for the final paragraph:

‘ ""A paper was discussed on alleged plans which involve the
underworld to assassinate certain Cuban leaders. Mr. McCc.;ne wasg
somewhat skeptical of the reporte'd plots and stated that he would
like to go into the matter further. Others, including Mr. Bundy, felt
that the United States was being put on notice and should do everything
in its power to ascertain promptly the veracity of the reports and then
undertake prevention. It was decided that Mr. Bundy would call the
matter to the Attorney General's attention as a matter of law enforce-
ment. "

d. The Executive Director also received a '"Memorandum for
the Record" dated July 31, 1964 under the subject '""Minut es of the
Meeting of the 303 Committee, 30 July 1964" showing Bundy, Vance,
McCone and Thomas L. Hughes present as well as Desmond FitsGerald
of the CIA. Only two paragraphs of the memorandum were disclosed
to the Executive Director, as follows:

"The proposed infiltration/exfiltration oi:erationa into Cuba
for August 1964 were approved, Mr. FitzGerald then addressed him-
self once more to the ever present problem of o?erations by auto-

nomous groups. While under our cognizance, they are not controlled,

he said.
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"It was agreed that Mr. FitzGerald would contact Mr. Sam
Papich of the FBI in regard to the earlier report of an alleged plot
with Mafia overtones to assassinate Castro and which the Attorney
General agreed to handle as a matter of law enforcement. "

An August 19, 1964 memorandum from J"ohn A. McCone to
McGeorge Bundy on the subject of ''Status of FBI Investigations re
Plans by Cuban Exiles to Assassinate Cuban Government Leaders"
was also included in the material delivered to the Executive Director
on May 30. The memorandum summarized the FBI investigation to

date and FBI reports were summarized.

7. - Summary

The foregoing facts show that the CIA was directly involved in

plans to assassinate Fidel Castro of Cuba. There is conflicting

evidence concerning whether or not the CIA was directed or encouraged

by higher authority to make an actual attempt on the life of Premier
Castro or whether this was a matter developed from with the Agency

or whether it was a combination of both,
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C. The Dominican Republic

1. The Chronology

a. The Background

Rafael Trujillo came to power in the Dominican Re
public in 1930. By 1960 he was notorious Eecause of the corrupt
regressive nature of his régime, because of his systematic
use of torture and murder as tools of government, and because
of his intervention in the affairs of other nations. The
country was in considerable turmoil as the result of several
attempts to overthrow the government, sponsored by other
Latin American countries.

The policy of the United States at the beginni
1960 was to refrain from actions which would hasten Trujillo's

downfall but to identify, develop, and encourage a moderate

agod "y G'T‘ing) JHL HOYd AJODOLOHd

group which would take power in the event of Trujillo's death,
flight, or overthrow. This policy of non~intervention, althoughE
clearly required by treaty, convinced many Latin Americans E
that thé United States supported and maintained the Trujillo =
regime. Leaders such as President Betancourt of Venezuela,

whose support the Uﬁited States badly wanted in connection with
operations against Castro, conditioned théir support on U.S.
assistance in toppling Trujillo. In April the President approved
contingency planning for a more active U.S. role in the event

the political situation in the Dominican Republic continued to

deteriorate,
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b. The Rifles

In May the American Ambassador to the Dominican Re

public returned to Washington for consultations. Both State Depa:

ment and CIA files indicate phat he reported the dissidents
needed weapons, particularly a "small number of high-powered
rifles with telescopic lenses.," - The Ambassador has no present
recollection of any such request. He is confident that he
made no serious effort to obtain them, WNevertheless, the
request went forward. Nea; the end of June, according to

CIA files, the Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-
American Affairs approved the provision of "a small number

of sﬁiper rifles or other devices for the removal of key
Trujillo people from the scene,” and requested that the§ be
supplied at the earliest possible moment. Neither the CIA
officer who obtained this“appioval.nor the Assistant Secratary,

now both retired, has any recollection of this meeting.
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¢. Explosives

On June 24, 1960, Trujillo sponsored an UNSUCCess!
attempt on the life of the President of Venezuela; as a
result the United States and other OAS countries se&ered
diplomatic relations in Auguét. Consular relations were

retained.

E%Hd

The Commission Staff interviewed the foreign ser

officer who served as Deputy Chief of Mission before the
severance of relations, and as Consul General thereafter.

It was his recollection that the dissidents had no definite
assassination plans in mid 1960, although they did speak of
that course as the only way out of the conditions under which
they lived. It was not until early 1961, as he recalls, that
the dissidents began formulating specific plans to kill
Trujillo. The cables and memoranda of the period tend to

confirm this recollection.

Nevertheless, the CIA continued at intervals du
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1960 to discuss with the dissidents means for the assassination
of Trujillo. A memorandum in October 1960 reflecté that the \
dissidents planned to kill Trujillo with a bomb, detonated from
a remote point, and then to take ovér the nation by means
of an armed uprising, coordinated with other paramilitary

action. A more detailed proposal along similar lines appears

to have been provided by the dissidents in December.
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On December 29, 1960, the Deputy Director for Pla
presented the Special Group with a program for covert action
to bring about Trujillo's overthrow. A portion of the program
called for Agency and consular officials in Ciudad Trujillo

to continue to work with the internal dissidents to promote

an uprising and the establishment of a moderate pro~U.S.

)

successor to the Trujillo regime. The plan, as initially g
approved by the Special Group, contained no provision for g
supplying arms or explosives to the internal dissidents. :
v Two weeks later, the Department of State, on its§<

motion, obtained Special Group consent to have the internal g
dissidents furnished "limited supplies of small arms and other a
equipment,” meaning explosives, subject to the condition E
that these materials be provided to the dissidents at a point o
outside the country itself. The internal State Department 3
memorandum which led to this proposal stated there would be f
no thought of toppling the government by any such "minor g
measure,”" but some sabotage pétential would be placed in the E

hands of the pro-U.S. opposition with a corresponding boost
to their morale and their opinion of thelUnited States. The
‘station and the consulate were informed of the Special Group
action on Januéry 19, 1961, the last day‘of the Eisenhower

Administration., President Kennedy was informed of the Special

Group action not later than mid-February.
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4 i
d. Revolvers
During the early months of 1961 the CIA Station

and the consular officials in Ciudad Trujillo kept in close touch

with the dissidents, and they were aware of their various s<hemes

to assassinate Trujillo. Although these officials apparently
took no active role in the development of plans, they did

on occasion discuss and criticize plans developed by the
dissidents. In mid~February, two members of the dissidents'’
"Action Group", which was to carry out the actual assassination,
came to the United States. They met with both CIA and State
Department officers. During these meetings they stated
repeatedly that the key to the success of the plot would be the
assassination of Trujillo. The evidence is insufficient to

permit a conclusion how far this knowledge went within the

State Department.
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In March matters took an active turn. In a cable

on March 4, a letter on March l6, and an girgram on March 22

the Consul General in Ciudad Trujillo reported that plans
for Trujillo's assassination were coming to a head. He
requested additionélfauthority to éupply~the pro-u.8.

v

dissidents witnfweapons. ' . T
# Similar requests were made by the CIA Station
Chief ofAhiS»headquarters. Three timesvheadquafters responded
that it could not comply with these fequests because the
restrictions imposed by the Special Group precluded the

introduction of arms‘into the Dominican Republic by

~Americans.
on March 22, the CIA Station Chief renewed his

request that headquarters send him three .38 calibre revolvers a

amunitior— He stated that without [(0

some show of support the United States would lose the

dissident group entirely, while if it supplied weapons it

might have some control over the timing of their use.
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On the same day, March 22, repreSéitatives of the
- Cc1A megﬂwith~the State Department officer who sexrved as their
point of contact with the Department's Bureau of Inter-

American Affairs. Thrg? dayg latexr, on March 25, the Deputy

Director for Plans cabled the station setting forth United

States policy with respect to the Dominican Republic and

stating that the revolvers and ammunition would —)(0
—in the near ft:{ture.

:
i
{
{
{
E]
' There is nothing in either CIA or State Depart- |
| . | ¢
ment files to indicate whether the Department was consulted on tf
. i
decision. The memories of the participants are hazy on the t
[§
matter, but there are indications that the CIA did discuss the %
introduction of handguns into the Dominican Republic and ¢
believed it obtained approval. The then Deputy Director for :
Plans testified that as the territorial restriction on delivery é
of weapons was initially imposed  at the regquest of the £
: o
Department of State, he would have considered the State Depart- E
) "

ment's willingness to waive the restriction as adequate authority
and probably would not have returned to the Special Group for
formal approval. He observed that the members of the Group

or their staffs might have been advised informally.

.



The CIA files inaicate that the revolvers were
passed to the dissidents, and the Department of State files in-

dicate that one was passed by the Consul General and the other two

by Agency officers. Neither the Consul General nor the former

Chief of Station has any particular recollection of the matter.
e. Carbines

On March 26, the day after CIA decided to fur-

nish the revolvers, the station cabled that it had found three M

carbines in the consulate, left behind by departing naval
personnel. It requésted magazines for the weapons and
permission to paés them to the dissidents. On March 29 the
Assistant Deputy Director for Plans responded that he was

pouching the magazines, and that headquarters was "inclined to
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favor" passing the weapons and ammunition.

Another meeting was held with the Department of
State on March 31. The State Department memorandum makes no

mention of any discussion either of the furnishing of ammunition
or 6f authority to pass the weapons, but the Deputy Director
for Plans granted authority to pass the carbines the same

day. Both the State Department liaison officer, who prepared
the memorandum of the meeting, and the Consul General are clear
in their recollection that the State Department in Washington
did not learn of the pass of the carbines until the Consul
General was in Washington several weeks after the pass took
place. ©Nothing in CIA files indicates that this decision was
coordinated in advance with the Department of State. It is
possible that the CIA understood its initial authorization
with respect to the handguns to extend to the carbines as well,

It is also possible that CIA decided the Special Group
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restriction on importation of weapons did not apply, as the

carbines were already inside the Dominican Republic.

CIA cabled its Station Chief on April 5 to request
the Consul General not to comment in his correspondence with the
Department that the arms and ammunition.were being passed.

A reassuring reply from the Consul General was received two




days later. The CIA Station Chief, who would not have been
involved in any coordination at the headquarters level,
speculated that this injunction may have been designed to
keep the State Department from knowing "officially" that

the weapons were being passed.

It is clear that the coordination on the deci- %
sion to provide the carbines was inadequate. It is impossible §
to determine from this evidence where the fault lies. 2

. B

£. Submachiﬁe Guns g

As early‘as March 20, the consulate and the sta- g
tion in Ciudad Trujillo had been informed that the assassins in- %
tended to kill Trujillo when he visited his mistress——substantialgj
the plan followed some two months later, Although the plan =z
originally called for Trujillo's dispatch inside his mistress' §
residence using silenced weapons, the group requested five ;
M-3 submachineguns and 1500 rounds of ammunition for self g

<

defense in case the assassination plans went awry and there
was a firefight with Trujillo's security forces. In its
March 25 cable, headquarters replied that it was prepared to

provide these weapons when the dissidents developed the

capacity to receive them at sea or in a cache on the coast,
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but that for security reasons they could no_ “9

consultations in early April. He was able to convince his

superiors that-was the only feasible and secure ,6

means of getting the weapons into the Dominican Republic

The Chief of Station returned to Washington for

for delivery to the dissidents. The D‘ep{z'ﬁy Director for IB

Plans approved on April 10, and~ on April 14

but with the restriction that the weapons not be passed without

wg»—.-wy - -

further approval. The files show that there was no ccoraination
with the Department of State in Washingtbn. Because of the
Bay of Pigs landing on April 17, the station and the consulate
were never given authority to supply the wéapohs to the
dissidents and they never did so. |

On May 2, as th; result of repeated entreaties

from the station and the consulate, the Deputy Director for Plan

.
"‘“’»'ﬂwﬂ Faal 2o R S R N T g,

approved a cable for the DCI's release, stating that as it
appeared the Action Group was pi‘epared to act whether or not
the submachineguns were provided, the station was authorized
to pass therﬁ for the additional protection of the group.
Apparently someone decided this decision 1should not be made

without the consent of the Department of State, for on May 3
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the Deputy Chief of the Western Hemisphere Division met with
Professor Adolph Berle, Chailrman of the Interagency Task
Force on Latin America. According to Berle's memorandum of
the interview, confirmed by one of the witnesses, the initial
presentation stated the group wished the arms in order to
overthrow Trujillo. After some examinaiion, Berle determined
that the real plan was to assassinate Trujillo, and that the
guns were wanted for that purpose. Berle responded that he
could not care less for Trujillé, but that the United States
did not wish to have anything to do with any assassination
plots anywhere, any time. The Agency officer, who had been
in a supervisory position with respect to this effort for

approximately a year, told Berle he felt the same way.

It may be that the CIA tried to get Berle over-
ruled; on May 5 a cable informed the station that a high-level
State Department decision on the submachineguns was pending.

Nothing in the files indicates what this cable might have

XIVd9IT q90d ¥ QIVHIS FHI WOHd XJODOIOHd

referred to. In any event on May 8 the station was informed

that the State Department'had disapproved passage of the

submachineguns, and this ended the matter.
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g. The Policy Statement

In mid-May, as a result of increasing indications

that events in the Dominican Repﬁblic were reaching a climax,
the White House requested situation reports and contingency
plans. This exercise was overseen by a member of the National
Security Council Staff., A CIA briefing paper prepared for this
purpose stated that the three revolvers and the three carbines
had been passed to the dissidents for their use in personal
defense "attendant to their projected‘efforts to neutralize
Trujillo." The report implied that both the revolvers and

the ammunition had been in the consulate with the carbines,

and therefore the limitations on the Special Group authorization

technically did not apply.
The CIA liaison officer at the State Department

called to his superiors' attention the fact that weapons had al-

ready been passed, and apparently submitted a memorandum outlini

the reasons why the United States should not be involved

in this activity. Among them were that the United States
Government should not lend itself to diréct political
assassination, that the moral posture of the United States
could ill afford further tarnishing in the eyes of.the world,

that the United States would have encouraged the action,

i

I
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supplied the weapons, effected the delivery, and then turned

over only the final execution to (unskilled) local triggermen,

On May 15 a joint CIA-State Department memorandi
was sent thg«President's'National Security Adviser infcrmiﬁg hin
that the plans of the'pronv.s.,group were well advanced in the
direction of ousting Trujillo "by any means." This memorandum
did not call attention to the fact that the United States had ‘
supplied weapons to the group.

In the midst of these discussions, the Consul
General, who had been in Washingtcn for consultation, cabled on
return to the Dominican Republic that the dissident group
planned to "execute action against Trujillo" that evening.
The Department replied‘that it would consider this timing

particularily unfortunate in vigw of the juxaposition of the

WIS WLV VIY Frivem w A e —— - —

Consul General's return from Washington to the Dominican
: Republic and the inferences which might be drawn therefrom.
This exchange of cables was.furniéhed to the NSC staffer.

The state of the covert action program in the
Dominican Republic was discussed in the Special Gioup on May 18,
and again on May 25. The Commission has not had access to

the minutes.
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On May 24, the State Department liaison officer

provided the Under Secretaty with a draft cable, stating that

the need to dissociate thg United States from obvious inter-
vention, and even more so from political assassination,
overrode the need to secure credit with the Dominican dissident
and with Latin Americé generally, This draft was approved

at high levels in the CIA and the State Department, and was

R e S T . Lo - Chars et e
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redrafting in the White House, the final version in another
hand, stated "We must not run risk of U,S. association with
poliﬁical assassination, since U,.S, as a matter of general
policy cannot condone assassination,“ This version was
approved by the President in Paris and cabled to the Dominican
Republic. It arrived the day before Trujillo's death on May 30.
On June 1 the State Department instructed its Consul General,
if he could do so "most inconspicuously", to destroy any
records concerning contacts with the plotters and any related

matters.
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2. Summary

The investigation disclosed no direct American
participation in the assassinatipn‘ The idea originated
with the Dominicans; they acquired some of the weapons on
their own; and they did the’detailed planning. They were
never subject to American supervision or control;

On the other hand, CIA and State Depértment
officers in the Dominican Republic were in regular contact
with the plotters before the assassination, and they were
well aware of tﬁe group's lethal intentions. The CIA had

told the group of practical problems with several earlier

assassination plans; it had offered to train a member of the

group in the use of explosives to kill Trujillo.
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D. Conclusio

President Ford has firmly announced that assassina-
tion is not and should never Be a tool of United States
policy. The Executive Director of the Commission joins in
this statement. It is against the constitutional and moral
principles for which this Republic stands for there to be any
direct or indirect participation of any agency of the United

States Government in any plans involving the assassination

of any person in peacetime.
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